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A Research on the Generation of the Inlaid Method of the 
Koryo Celadon 
- Focusing on the Existence of the Proto Inlaid Design(!*~ W(:)()-

Kim Jae Yoel 
Chief Curator, Ceramic history of art 

This script is an approach to clarify the origin of the Inlaid Celadon. The general 

type of the Koryo Inlaid Celadon did become popular after the 12 century, but its 

origin has not been discovered and defined yet. However, recently pottery parts of 

the Inlaid Celadons are very rarely being excavated in the kilns of the early Koryo 

dynasty, and we have previously discovered, as is well known, the Inlaid Designs 

with the early-period characteristics and with the such reference, we have 

researched into the origination of the Inlaid Method. 

In thi s script, using the excavated items and the relics on which U1e Inlaid 

Design of the 11 century, as the source of information, we will particularly define 

the style that is different from that of the general Inlaid Design and Design 

Method as the Proto- Inlaid Design. Let us present the exisLings which had been 

discovered in the past and review its originations and development process. Among 

the ones excavated in the grounds of U1e kilns, the ones that draw most attention 

are the White Porcelain Bowl with Donuts Foot( n 1'!1), workshopped HeukJiBak

SangGaml'vloonC'i\Utl!. i'l ~{K)()-made by first inlaiding black earth and reinlaiding 

white earth afterwards - from the Yougin SeoriWli1 :,l!j'q!_) and the CheolChaeBaek

Toni Inlaid DesignOiX~~ 1 ' 1 Lilt.~!~)() - made by using Lamish as U1c basis and 

scraping decorations and filling them in with white earth using a paint brush - of 

the Haenan1 Jinsanri(#~i~U&; iiJ 111.) kiln in which the ok-Celadon is produced. The 

methods are identical to tl1at of the early te1ms and seem to be at least 10 

centuries old according to the characteristics of the kilns, and therefore it was 

thoroughly looked into it. Among such, the CheolchaeBaekToni Inlaid Design is 

unique because it was made by inlaiding the white earU1 using a paint brush. A 

method which is similar to U1is can be found at the IIwangbu kilns( ;~'U\t~Uil:) of 

the China Tang(J,lt) dynasty. In other words, U1e Design 1eU1od is very similar to 

that of the HeukYooGakwhaJinBaekCheJaC':H fliJ kiJIEiftr'lf~ lttD wl1ich was discovered 

recently in the kilns of the TangUJ.f) dynasty(wl1ich, in China, is called the 

IIwangbu kiln ) of the Yaozhou kiln(tc'f. ·J·If.~O . famous for the orthem Ccladon. Thus 

we have tried to relate the generation of the Inlaid Design of the Jinsanri region to 

U1is. Also through reviewing the originations of U1e ok-Celadon of U1e Jinsanri 
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and other regwns, the Koryo Celadon with iron Design and the Koryo White 

Porcelain and by examining the relations with Northern kilns in China, we 

concluded that the Koryo Celadons origination was influenced not only by the 

southern Yuezhou kiln( it!Mif~ ) of China but also by the Northern kiln of China of 

the Tang(r,&) and the Wu Dai(nf\) era which is represented by the Yauzhou kiln 

(!m'l·H'~ ). In conclusion, the 'Proto- Inlaid Design' originated first at the surrounding 

kilns of the Jinsanri and other regions(the local kilns other than the Kangjin), 

influenced by the Chinese Northern kiln of the Tang([Jf) and the Wu Dai(JLf\) era 

and affected the Celadon kilns of the south- western coast until the mid 11 century 

and a small quantity of Inlaid Design mostly of Black Inlaid Design, was produced. 

Then around the mid 11 century, as the focu s was being put on the Kangjin, the 

'Proto- Inlaid Design' was also transferred to the Kangjin. On such foundations, the 

Inlaid Design of the early terms emerges around the late 11 century and gradually 

develops into the general Inlaid Celadons of the 12 century. 
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