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ABSTRACT

The Origin and Development of Underglazed Iron Celadon
and White Porcelain of Goryeo Period

Chang, Namwon

In ceramics, the method of underglazed iron is the drawing of patterns by using
oxidized iron, used broadly for a long time from the Goryeo (&g) period up onto the
modem ages in Korea, It was churing the Goryeo period that the underglazed iron
method was used more substantially in ceramic decoration, and it is known that the
celadon kins in the southern part of the peninsula around Sanih-myeon (LUZ) in
Haenam (§#), Jeonnam (%) region were the main production sites,

The original production is understood to have been related to the kilns in.
China, such as Xicun-yao (fH%) of Guangzhou (f&), Cizhou-yao () and
Ding-yao (g52) of Hebei (i), and Yaozhou-yao () of Shaanxi (47s). Within
Korea, there are large differences in theories that point to the start of the underglazed
iron methocl—some say 10th century, while others the 11th century,

However, recently, as more kilns are successtully excavated, it has become
possile to decuce the development process based on the relationship of layers in
archaeological excavation, and it has been confirmed that the production sites were
much broader—ranging from the central region to the Gangwon (TJ) region, It has
also become known that not only celadon, but also white porcelain were prodluced,

Porcelain with patterns in underglazed iron were found frequently in early
celadon kilns, in forms such as vases, jars and other large special vessels such as the
Korean percussion instrument _fanggo (F#). However, in the mid-celadon kilns,

they were used more in small everyday vessels such as bowls and plates,
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This shows that the use and the characteristics of porcelain with pattems in
underglazed iron changed over the different periods. Underglazed iron porcelain are
excavated not only in kilns but also in remains of sites of ordinary living, There, they
are mostly jars, vases with long neck and wide opening, and meipings, and they are
found together with high quality celadon or white porcelain, It seems that
underglazed iron porcelain were generally considered to be different from celaclon or
white porcelain,

According to the results of archeological excavations, the production period of
underglazed iron porcelain of the Goryeo era coincides with the latter part of the
production process of bowls with Korean style pi (8)-shaped foot ring, In eatly
celadon kilns of center-west regions of the peninsula, it coincides with the final
production period of bowls with Korean style pi ()-shaped foot ring, and in the
Gangjin () region, underglazed iron porcelain appeared in the next step after the
production of the bowls, Therefore, it can be concluded that underglazed iron
porcelain began to be regularly produced between the end of 11th century and the
beginning of 12th century, and reached its peak in the first half of 12th century,
Between the end of 12th century and beginning of 13th century, the production of
underglazed iron porcelain ended in the Haenam region, while in the Gangjin region,
they continued as passive patterns that decorate only some porcelain such as plates,

In conclusion, stuclies have found that, in terms of production, underglazed
iron porcelain have regional differences, and that in terms of usage, qualitative
characteristics, It has also been found that they had a supplementary supply and

demand relationship with the high quality celadon that were popular at the time,
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